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NOFAS AND FASD

NOFAS is a non-profit public health advocacy organization striving 
for a nation where all children are born alcohol free. NOFAS prevents 
alcohol use during pregnancy and Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders 
(FASD) through primary prevention, education and advocacy.  FASD 
describes the range of effects that can occur in an individual whose 
mother drank alcohol during pregnancy. These effects may include 
physical, mental, behavioral, or learning disabilities with possible 
lifelong implications.

FASD is the nation’s leading known preventable cause of 
intellectual disabilities and birth defects.

Ninety-two cents of every dollar donated to NOFAS 
goes directly to program services.
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HONORARY HOST

Senator Lisa Murkowski (R-
AK) is the first Alaskan-born Senator 
to serve the State, and only the 33rd 
female ever elected to the United 
States Senate. Prior to joining the U.S. 
Senate, Murkowski was elected to three 
terms in the Alaska State House of 
Representatives. 

She is the senior Republican member 
of the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee and also serves on 
the Senate Appropriations Committee.  
Senator Murkowski is a member of the 

Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee – the first 
Alaskan to serve on that panel – and also is a member of the Senate 
Indian Affairs Committee. 

Senator Murkowski has served as an original sponsor of multiiple 
FASD-related bills and resolutions including S.3154 in the 111th 
Congress.  She maintains an ongoing dialogue with families and 
professionals in the FASD field in order to understand how best 
to address the issue in Alaska and across the country. The Senator 
was presented with the NOFAS Leadership Award in 2004 for her 
commitment to FASD families.



HONORARY HOSTS

Senator Tom Daschle 
and Linda Daschle have 
hosted the annual NOFAS 
Leadership Awards Benefit 
every year since 1993. They 
served as founding members of 
NOFAS in 1990, and remain 
among the country’s leading 
advocates for Fetal Alcohol 
Syndrome prevention and 
services. Today, the Daschles 
serve on the NOFAS Advisory 
Board.

Senator Daschle is a Senior Policy Advisor in DLA Piper’s Govern-
ment Affairs practice and serves as a member of DLA Piper’s Global 
Board. In 1978, he was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives 
and served until 1986 when he was elected to the U.S. Senate from 
South Dakota. He became Senate Minority Leader in 1994 and Ma-
jority Leader in 2001. He is the second longest serving Democratic 
Leader in history.  Linda Hall Daschle is the president of LHD & As-
sociates in Washington, DC.  In her quarter-century career, she rose 
to become the second woman ever to be deputy administrator of the 
Federal Aviation Administration and the first woman to serve as FAA 
acting administrator.  



HONORARY HOST

Representative Patrick J. 
Kennedy (D-RI) is serving his 
eighth term in Congress as the 
representative from the First District 
of Rhode Island. He was elected to 
the Rhode Island House of Repre-
sentatives in 1988 at the age of 21, 
and then re-elected in 1990 and 
1992. Kennedy was elected to the 
U.S. House of Representatives in 
1994 and appointed to the House 
Appropriations Committee in De-

cember 1998. As part of his Appropriations duties, Kennedy sits 
on the Subcommittees on Labor, Health and Human Services, and 
Education; Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies; and 
on Military Construction and Veterans Affairs. He is also a member 
of the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform. He also 
served a two-year term as the chairman of the Democratic Congres-
sional Campaign Committee. 

While fulfilling his civic duties, Kennedy has made healthcare one of 
his top priorities.  He collaborated with his father Senator Edward 
Kennedy to successfully enact mental health parity legislation ensur-
ing equality in mental health and substance abuse treatment services. 
He is a member of the Congressional Caucus on FASD and chairs 
the Addiction, Prevention and Recovery Caucus among many other 
advocacy positions, and has been a long time supporter of FASD pre-
vention and services. He plans to retire from public office at the end 
of the current term.
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HONOREES

Senator Tom Harkin (D-IA) is 
serving his fifth term in the United 
States Senate. Senator Harkin’s sig-
nature legislative achievement -- The 
Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA)-- has become known as the 
“Emancipation Proclamation for 
people with disabilities.” As chairman 
of the Senate panel that funds medical 
research, he led the effort to double 
funding for research into cardiovas-
cular disease, cancer, Alzheimer’s and 
other diseases. In September 2009, 

following the death of Senator Ted Kennedy, Tom became chairman 
of the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Com-
mittee. Tom believes that to serve in this capacity is to carry on the 
legacy of Senator Kennedy, who dedicated his life to ensuring that 
our economy works for all Americans, guaranteeing every child the 
opportunity to pursue a quality education.

In 2005, Senator Harkin supported an initiative to address FASD in 
Community Health Centers that has been implemented in over 100 
CHCs and Healthy Start in 15 states.

Michael Ybarra, MD was born in San Diego, California and at-
tended Stanford University prior to receiving his medical degree from 
Georgetown University School of Medicine. He worked at the Na-
tional Organization on Fetal Alcohol Syndrome in 2005 as a Public 
Health and Government Affairs Associate. Since 2006, he has been 
involved in the teaching and curricular development of the NO-
FAS sponsored courses on FASD at Georgetown and Northwestern 
Universities. He has a number of publications and abstracts on public 
health issues including alcohol risk reduction strategies and maternal/
fetal health. Dr. Ybarra is currently the chief resident at the George-
town University/Washington Hospital Center Emergency Medicine 
Residency Program, the recipient of the “String of Pearls” teaching 
award from the medical students at Georgetown University, and was 
recently named “Resident of the Year” by the American Academy of 
Emergency Medicine.



 SPECIAL GUEST 

Yvette Roubideaux, M.D., M.P.H., 
a member of the Rosebud Sioux Tribe, 
South Dakota, is the Director of the Indian 
Health Service (IHS).  Dr. Roubideaux 
previously worked for IHS for three years as 
a clinical director and medical officer at the 
San Carlos Service Unit on the San Carlos 
Apache Indian reservation in Arizona, 
and she worked for one year as a medical 
officer at the Hu Hu Kam Memorial 
Indian Hospital on the Gila River Indian 
reservation in Arizona.  She recently served 
as assistant professor of family and community medicine at the 
University of Arizona College of Medicine. 
 
Dr. Roubideaux received her medical degree from Harvard Medical 
School in 1989 and completed a residency program in primary care 
internal medicine at Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston in 
1992. She completed her Master of Public Health degree at the 
Harvard School of Public Health in 1997.  She also completed the 
Commonwealth Fund/Harvard University Fellowship in Minority 
Health Policy before transitioning to a career in academic medicine 
and public health. 



Sam Donaldson is in his forty-forth 
year as an anchor and correspondent 
on television, radio and the Internet for 
ABC News. He and his wife Jan Smith 
Donaldson support numerous charitable 
and civic efforts nationally, primarily 
cancer research and treatment-related 
causes. He has served as the Master 
of Ceremonies of the annual NOFAS 
Awards Benefit since 1996.

MASTER OF CEREMONIES



20 Years
of Excellence

NOFAS celebrates 20 years of commitment to preventing 
the nation’s leading cause of intellectual disabilites and birth 
defects and supporting persons and families living with 
Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders (FASD). Since 1990, 
among its many accomplishments, NOFAS has: 

Assisted over 100,000 children with 
FASD

Educated 40,000 medical students and 
practitioners

Increased public support by 600%

Increased the NOFAS Affiliate Network 
from zero to 23 members

Helped reduce heavy and binge drinking 
among pregnant women by nearly 20%



Jose Cordero, MD, and the   
   National Center on Birth
   Defects and Developmental   
   Disabilities
Jorge Rodriguez Marquez
Colleen Tavenner

2001
The Honorable Patty Murray
The Honorable Mary Bono
The Honorable J.D. Hayworth
The Honorable Patrick J. Kennedy
The Honorable Dale Kildee

2000 
The Honorable Jeff Bingaman
The Honorable Arlen Specter
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
The Honorable Charles Rangel
Asst. Sec., Indian Affairs, Kevin Gover 

1999
The Honorable Edward Kennedy
The Honorable Jim Moran 

1998
The Honorable John Edward Porter
Minnesota First Lady Susan Carlson
Enoch Gordis, MD, and the NIAAA
James A. Johnson

1997
The Honorable Christopher Dodd
The Honorable John McCain
The Honorable Carol Moseley-Braun
The Honorable Tom Coburn
The Honorable Connie Morella

1996
The Honorable Susan Molinari
The Honorable Bill Paxon
The Honorable Bill Richardson

1995
The Honorable Tom Daschle
The Honorable John Kasich

1994
The Honorable Mike Synar

PA S T  H O N O R E E S
2009
Claire D. Coles, PhD
Barbara Wybrecht, RN, BSN, PHN
The Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux 
(Dakota) Community
Patton Boggs LLP

2008
The Honorable Tim Johnson
Dr. Kenneth Warren, PhD 
Teresa Kellerman

2007
Michael K. Deaver
Kathleen K. Sulik
Tracy Combs 
 

2006
The Honorable Byron Dorgan
Vice Admiral Richard Carmona, MD
Dr. Faye Calhoun
Dr. Sterling Clarren
Cheri Scott

2005
The Honorable Richard Durbin
The Honorable Mike Enzi
The Honorable Steny Hoyer
Kenneth Lyons Jones, MD
Sterling B. Williams, MD, MS

2004
The Honorable Daniel K. Inouye
The Honorable Lisa Murkowski
The Honorable Frank Pallone, Jr.
The Honorable Jim Ramstad
Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Fnd
Edward P. Riley, PhD

2003
The Hon. Ben Nighthorse Campbell
The Honorable C.W. Bill Young
Neal Baer, MD
Chairman Mark Brown
Ann Streissguth, PhD

2002
The Honorable Debbie Stabenow
The Honorable Ralph Regula
The Honorable Ciro Rodriguez
The Honorable Albert Wynn





THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
SUPPORT!

To learn more visit www.nofas.org
Visit NOFAS on Facebook at www.causes.com/nofas and 

follow us on Twitter at www.twitter.com/nofas_usa.


